
Footpaths
After e-mail exchange with Martin and Richard I have taken the initiative of footpaths.

Here are some observations from a meeting with Jay Wilson, inaugurator of John o’Groats Trail (JOGT), and Chair of the Friends of the John o’ Groats Trail.

JOGT is scheduled to take 14 days from Inverness to John o’ Groats.  Stage 1 through Black Isle from Inverness is essentially complete with signage being put into place in the last three weeks.  Current route has required cooperation with landowners and Forestry Commission.  Route across Black Isle has been refined recently and the route on JOGT website differs from the walk published on WalkHighlands. “Work in Progress” but most problems ironed out.  Black Isle seen as very important as Stage 1 if well received would encourage folk to do Stage 2 and onwards.

Funding comes from Beatrice Field bounty and post-Dounreay funds and most capital costs will be spent in Caithness where the route has more obstacles to make it viable.

Some parts of Black Isle section are “new” footpaths with stiles installed and undergrowth already cleared to bypass problem areas where flooding/waterlogging common.  Clear that Jay and his associates not fully conversant with the best Black Isle offers, even close to the Trail.  Welcomes documented routes/linear or circular/that could be linked physically or through weblinks to JoG trail.

He is fully aware now of Culbokie bus problems.  Stage 1 is 14 miles (Inverness to Culbokie) and is one of the longer sections.  He has stayed with Remy at Netherton who is hopeful the trail will bring more to the B&B.  The trail heads down the Culbokie to Cromarty Bridge road en route Stage 2 to Alness.

Jay is an American who lived close to the Appalachian Trail and has big visions for JoG.  For example he has an ambition for a boardwalk near Culbokie Loch and a short cut into Culbokie village rather than meeting the village at its eastern end.  

He was intrigued with my suggestion of an alternative “summer” JoG trail that would use the Cromarty Ferry and accommodation at Cromarty and Fortrose.  However he says many long distance walkers want to walk and not take ferries.  Could we propose the route? An invitation.

Jay would like a local Black Isle Group to walk the off-road sections of the Black Isle route to counteract vegetation ingress, brambles, gorse etc and check signage at regular intervals.  Suggest we plan a one-day complete walk from Kessock Bridge to Culbokie to launch Stage 1 and provide some publicity.  

Jay has a great affinity with the Black Isle and would provide links/encourage/provide professional help/advice on funding that he has got aware of through JOGT.  

I have the e-mail addresses of those who were interested in footpaths at the time of the Landscape Partnership consultation.  Jay has been at one meeting that included Leslie Robb and others focused on Culbokie Wood.  Jack MacKay of FCS had made the introduction.  

Will say more at Admin Meeting if required.

ACTION:  Be aware

ACTION:  Potentially walk trail to Culbokie from Kessock Bridge

ACTION:  Inform Landscape Partnership “Footpath Group” of existence of JOGT and seek assistance

ACTION:  Provide linear/circular walks as add-ons to trail. 

ACTION:  Inform Black Isle Tourism Team at Networking event November 14

BE AWARE:  I have eight walks on Black-Isle.info.

See http://www.black-isle.info/walking
IMPORTANT LINKS

John o’ Groats Trail  http://www.jogt.org.uk/

Walk Highlands JOGT  https://www.walkhighlands.co.uk/Forum/viewtopic.php?f=25&t=57623
Julian


